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2026 CANDIDATE SURVEY
J.R. Riggins

State Representative | District 59 | Republican

CAMPAIGN EMAIL
jr.riggins@jrforhouse.com

CAMPAIGN PHONE
(307) 262-8446

Candidate-submitted response. The answers below were received through the 2026 candidate survey form and are
reproduced as submitted, with only formatting changes. Publicly researched positions were not used. Publication does not
constitute an endorsement by Wyoming Family Alliance Action.

1 1. Abortion is the intentional act of ending the life of another human being, while in the womb. Lawmakers
should work to promote and protect the value of human life from conception to natural death, rather than
further expansions of abortion access. (HB126-2026; HB42-2025; HB 148-2024)

RESPONSE Strongly Agree

I have consistently supported pro-life legislation while serving in the House.

2 2. The danger of chemical abortion has been heavily researched (see EPPC study). Lawmakers should work to
ensure that women are fully informed and receive a medical examination prior to receiving such drugs.
(HB64-2025; HB117-2026)

RESPONSE Strongly Agree

These medications can have serious side-effects and should be treated like other medications requiring a doctors
visit to be sure its safe for that person.

3 3. Individuals and faith-based entities should have the right of conscience to freely live out their sincerely held
convictions without fear of government infringement or retaliation. (HB 207-2025; SF 77-2025)

RESPONSE Strongly Agree

We have seen abuses and dismissal of the First Amendment for decades by our courts. The Colorado "Jack the
Cake Baker" case prominent among them. Even when the Supreme Court rules in favor of religious liberty, we can
be certain another attempt to erode those liberties is right around the corner. Constant vigilance is required.
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4 4. Medical personnel should not be required to participate in any medical procedure or service that conflicts with
the individual’s sincerely held moral, ethical, or religious beliefs. (SF111-2023; HB143-2026)

RESPONSE Strongly Agree

Religious liberty is either a right or its not. You are protected from being required to act contrary to your religious
belief, just as those who can't be compelled to act on religious orthodoxy.

5 5. Lawmakers should protect minors by ensuring that government-funded spaces, including libraries and public
schools, restrict access to sexually explicit content, while recognizing the right of parents to make decisions
regarding their minor children’s access to such materials. (HB10-2026)

RESPONSE Strongly Agree

I think recent legislation was reasonable and right. There should be an expectation that schools will provide rational
judgement on age-appropriate content.

6 6. Wyoming should recognize biological differences between men and women and protect girls’ sports, locker
rooms, and sex-designated spaces. (SF 44-2025; SF 62-2025; HB 72-2025; HB 32-2025; SF133-2023)

RESPONSE Strongly Agree

I don't think much explanation is needed. There are no female athletes clamoring to compete against men in feats of
strength. This issue is one-sided and tilted in favor of males wanting to compete in feats of strength against females.
If you want to compete against members of the opposite sex--play co-ed sports.

7 7. Lawmakers should support legislation that helps parents stand up to government entities that attempt to
circumvent their rights in raising their children. (Sf 09-2024; HB 200-2025)

RESPONSE Agree

I support this type of legislation, but we tend to examine and consider these bills from the perspective of traditional
families in stable environments. I think we have to remind ourselves, sadly that arrangement is increasingly less
common.

8 8. Lawmakers should allow education funding to follow the child and protect parents’ freedom to choose public,
public charter, private, or homeschool options. (HB 166-2024; SF 61-2024; HB 199-2025; HB 94-2025; HB
46-2025; HB 23-2026)

RESPONSE Agree

I supported this legislation, but think there is still confusion on how these dollars can be expended. Too many people
think that checks are being given to parents who home-school, and that's not the case. There are also home-school
parents who want nothing to do with these funds. I think we should continue to pursue education opportunities that
provide the best environment for kids to learn. I expect school choice to reveal what is working.

9 9. Lawmakers should support open enrollment policies that allow students to attend schools regardless of their
geographic address. (SF 109-2025)

RESPONSE Agree

I agree, but I do think that kids who live in the neighborhoods which a school has historically served, should have
first choice for enrollment.
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10 10. Lawmakers should ensure that public schools and post-secondary educational institutions do not seek to
enforce DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) mandates, which promote discrimination by dividing individuals
into classes of “oppressed” and “oppressor.” (SF 103-2025; HB 147-2025)

RESPONSE Agree

I agree, and supported measures that dismissed DEI policies. I think that DEI has been shown to lower standards
and has never had broad public support, is slowly withering away. While the DEI environment is still prominent in
(out-of-state) urban areas, I think those institutions that continue to promote such policies will see continued
deterioration and out-migration to places where DEI disappears. Hopefully, one o those places will be Wyoming.

Candidate responses are shown verbatim except for typographic normalization needed for document rendering.


